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Greetings, and welcome to our most recent edition
of The Talon. As I write this letter, I’m looking outside
at what can only be labeled as a classic spring day
in Wyoming: a mixture of budding trees and flowers
and a flurry of snow struggling to stick to any perch
that will offer a cool welcome.
In many ways, this is a great analogy to our year here
at Laramie County Community College. Along with
so many others in the state, we have grappled with the
storm of challenges, many emanating from the economic
downturn that has dampened the revenues for important
services, such as higher education. However, below that
flurry, there are wonderful things emerging here at the
College, and this issue of The Talon will shine some light
on just a few of those.
You are about to read stories of beautiful endings
and the potential of great beginnings. We celebrate the
career and retirement of one of our most impressive faculty
members, Jeri Griego. Jeri has committed nearly 30 years to
the College and has produced more exceptional accounting,
finance, and business graduates than can be tallied.
You’ll also read about three of LCCC’s most promising
students — Christian Smith Borgaard, Renee Middleton,
and DeAnna Nolan. If you want to be inspired for our
future, getting to know these students will do just that.
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We also highlight another successful LCCC alum
in Chris Humphrey, who has become a respected
and successful attorney here in Cheyenne. You’ll read
about the reach LCCC has into our community through
partnerships with elementary schools. Finally, you
can take a tour of our new Clay Pathfinder Building,
through a pictorial that hopefully will entice you
to come see the facility in person if you haven’t had
the opportunity to do so.
LCCC is your college – it’s successful because of the support
of our community, the dedication of our faculty and staff,
and the deep commitment we have to helping our students
succeed in their educational journey. We are fortunate
to be part of this great enterprise.
On behalf of the faculty, staff, and trustees, thank you
for supporting LCCC.
Warm regards,

Dr. Joe Schaffer
President

LCCC auto body student Gus Alfaro of St. Helena, Calif.,
sprays sealant on a tailgate in the program’s paint
booth. Alfaro is one of 10 graduates from the auto body
certification program this year.
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ave you had that conversation with someone new, maybe it starts
off with small talk, casual chat? Suddenly you find yourself caught
up in a discussion with more depth, more emotion, more intention
than you expected.
That’s what it’s like talking to DeAnna Nolan, an English major
at LCCC. Her talent shouts, and her presence whispers.
Kristin Abraham, English faculty and adviser for the High Plains
Register literary magazine, feels the same: “In my classes, DeAnna
has produced some of the best poetry I have read from a student
at LCCC,” she said.
“I can only begin
to imagine the exciting
ways her writing might
continue to transform.”
While in high school,
DeAnna moved to
Cheyenne from El
Paso with her mother.
When it came time
for college, there were
enough positives for her
to consider LCCC, so
she thought to herself
“okay, I’ll give it a shot.”
And it changed
everything.
She actually started
as a geology major.
Her love of rocks started
young and has never
left her; she still collects
them. But she held a
deep yearning, one that
called for her to express
herself as a writer.
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Dance is a creative opportunity that relies implicitly on honing small
nuances as part of the bigger performance, knowing that breakthroughs
may be personal but understanding that they are invaluable to growth.
Which is a lot like writing.
“Writing may be hard, but I want that challenge. It’s like ballet.
I have these little goals, and when you reach them, it’s like the biggest
thing in the world.” Her eyes let you know how absolutely sincere
she is with this sentiment.
She’s currently
experimenting with
narrative poetry
and free verse.
With the help of
“amazing instructors” –
including Kristin
Abraham, Leif Swanson,
and Dave Zwonitzer –
she has found a voice
that wants to speak
and to be heard.
In fact, one conversation
in particular is
indicative of her
experience at LCCC,
one that she says was
literally life-changing.

Writing poetry since she was seven years old, the words give her an
outlet that couldn’t be found otherwise. “I want to explore. I’m trying
to learn more about myself. It expresses me in ways that otherwise
simply can’t be expressed.”

“I went up to [Dave
Zwonitzer] one day
after humanities class.
And we started talking
about the universe,
and it really just struck
me, and I was so angry.
I don’t know why I was
so angry, but I had to
go back and talk to him. And I said ‘tell me more about this, I gotta
know,’ and I was just all over the place, using a lot of hand gestures.
When I was done, he said ‘I think you’re one of the smartest people
I know.’ And he said it with such honesty, no one has ever told me
anything like that. I was blown away.”

She started in Kristin’s creative writing class, and they connected
immediately. DeAnna joined the High Plains Register team,
and she has been part of that staff since last spring.

For someone who may not have always felt the confidence to
do what she did, DeAnna’s talents are undeniable. And it impacts
those around her.

She also works at the Ludden Library on campus and still manages to
find time for her other true passion: dance. She works at Act Two Studios,
where she gets to substitute teach in addition to helping around the studio.

“She demonstrates a quiet leadership and strength of character,” Kristin
shared. “She sparks with creativity, insight, and empathy. Whatever she
pursues, I’ll always be proud to say I know her.”

Leslie Connaghan, the owner and director of Act Two, sees quiet strength
in DeAnna as well.

And what is next for DeAnna? She’d certainly like to be a writer,
but she doesn’t know. “Life has taken me down so many different
paths that now I feel I can go anywhere and be satisfied.

“She has so very much to offer,” Leslie said. “She’s become someone I can
count on to help me with so many things at the studio. Her kindness and
humility set her apart.”

“As long as I keep following what I want to do, it'll lead me to where
I want to go. And I’m okay with that.”
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HEART
OF CAMPUS
This year, the new Clay Pathfinder Building
opened at LCCC, giving the college an exciting
new center for students and the community.
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Thanks to the generous support of
Laramie County voters in 2013, a bond
election allowed for the construction of
the Clay Pathfinder Building as well as the
Flex Tech Building on the LCCC campus.
With additional support provided by
the Wyoming State Legislature, the Clay
Pathfinder Building opened in January 2017.
Named for John and Esther Clay, some
of the most generous donors in LCCC’s
history, this four-story, 85,000-square-foot
facility on the north side of campus serves
as the front door for new and returning
students and campus visitors.
Some of the building’s highlights include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Student Hub
admissions
students records
financial aid
advising and career services
counseling and campus wellness
disability services
testing centers
LCCC bookstore
a new coffee bar, Coffee 101
ANB Bank Leadership Center
Black Hills Energy Community Lounge
University of Wyoming outreach offices
science labs
classrooms

“This is a big step forward for us.
The building’s design has helped us simplify
services for students and visitors,” said Judy
Hay, LCCC’s vice president of student services.
“The open design allows great connection
with our service areas for students, making it
easy for them to make the contacts they need
in a friendly and accessible way.”
Hay noted that the entire building is designed
to take advantage of natural light, making
nearly every space day-lit.
Everyone in the community is welcome
to stop by and enjoy all that the new
Clay Pathfinder Building has to offer!
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The Clay Pathfinder Building in photos
(clockwise from top left):
Student Melanie Gribble looks through
a book in the commons area; Instructor
Trent Morrell speaks to students in one of
the new science classrooms; Students walk
to the north entrance; “The Dervish” at
the building’s north entrance; Local high
schoolers attend a new student orientation in
the ANB Bank Leadership Center; Services
on the first floor include Coffee 101 and
the LCCC Bookstore; Jesse Seiden, student
services specialist, offers help at the Student
Hub; John Clay and President Joe Schaffer
cut the ribbon during the grand opening
and naming ceremony.

Dedication, perseverance and exceptional
judgment are qualities that spring to mind
when considering what makes a first-rate
lawyer. Those qualities may not have been
at the forefront of Chris Humphrey’s
mind in his adolescent days, but with
guidance and a new start at Laramie
County Community College, he was able
to excel. Now Christopher G. Humphrey,
P.C. is written across the front door of his
own law firm in downtown Cheyenne.
“People laughed at me,” he recalls.
“They said, you’ve got to be a good student,
you’ve got to be connected and be willing
to stick to something, can you do that?’”
Chris remembered hearing things like that
from some people close to him. By his own
admission, those words weren’t necessarily
unwarranted given the rough go he had
in high school, where he plummeted from
a 3.5 GPA to a 2.0 in his sophomore year.
Chris even dropped out and considered
working fast food for the rest of his life.
With homeschooling, he got back on track
and even re-enrolled in public school,
graduating from Central High in 1999.
“I wasn’t the best student. I was more
of a ‘too cool for school’ guy at that point,”
Chris said with a grin.
He became interested in becoming
a lawyer after getting acquainted with the
courtroom atmosphere (professionally, that
is). His mother translated for the federal
courts, and he would tag along with her.
“I was meeting lawyers,” he said. “And I
thought, gosh, I’d look pretty good in a suit.”
Fresh out of high school, Chris began
volunteering and helping out in the federal
public defender’s office in Cheyenne,
working for Larry Van Court and Jim
Barrett. The duties were entry-level, but
during that time, Chris said he got to see
Van Court and Barrett in action. The main

takeaway from that opportunity was
witnessing the compassion and empathy
that they showed for their clients and how
important that was to the job.
With affirmation that the legal profession was
the career Chris wanted to pursue, he knew
a long path of schooling was ahead. He said
that LCCC was the clear choice to start, with
a lower tuition rate than other schools, the
benefit of living at home, and the ability to
arrange his class schedule so that he could
continue to work.
“LCCC was huge, if not the biggest
thing that helped me,” Chris said.
“Instructors seem genuinely interested
in your success. It’s a caring environment
that fosters academic and personal growth.”
He decided to study English since that was
the path his mentors had taken. He fondly
remembered several instructors, but one
that really stood out was Leif Swanson.
“Chris’ enthusiasm for learning makes him
one of the most memorable students that
I've had the privilege to teach at LCCC,”
Leif said. “The essays he wrote were
exceptional, and his comments were always
insightful. Without a doubt, he’s one of
the best students to have graduated from
our English program.”
Chris credits his experience at LCCC
for turning around his habits and giving
him the tools that carried him through
the remainder of his higher education days.

UW’s College of Law, completing his juris
doctorate in 2006. He returned to Cheyenne
and landed his first gig right away.
“l was 26 and got a job as a public defender.
I had to grow this beard just so my clients
would listen to me,” he said with a chuckle.
“It was a strange feeling, you come right back
into your town, and you’re practicing with
or against someone that you went to school
with or someone much older than you and
maybe saw you grow up.”
The strangeness passed, and he said
that being a lawyer where he grew up
is right where he wants to be.
In addition to serving
on area boards, he is
even part of the team
that oversees the LCCC
paralegal program.
“I like to be involved. This is my
community,” he commented.
The law office of Christopher G. Humphrey,
P.C., came to be in 2014 and has been
on the rise ever since.
“The phones ring like crazy,” Chris said.
“We’re a small firm, but I think it can
only get better.”

“I remember more about LCCC than
I do about my undergrad at UW,” he said.
“I just fell in love with the small classes
and the ability to meet with your instructors.”

From high school dropout to being
named a Top 10 Under 40 by the National
Academy of Criminal Defense Attorneys
for the past two years and a Top 100 Trial
Lawyer by the National Trial Lawyers,
the qualities of dedication, perseverance
and exceptional judgment are now spot
on when describing Chris.

Graduating in 2001 with his associate
degree, he transferred seamlessly to the
University of Wyoming getting a bachelor’s
degree in English. Chris was accepted to

People even told him that he wouldn’t go
anywhere at LCCC. But he strongly disagrees
with that fallacy. “You make out of life what
you put in. LCCC helped me.”

When you walk into Jeri’s office, you can’t
help but notice how much she’s got going
on in her world. You get an intentionally
chaotic visual representation of a life
that is full of activity, of ideas, of action.
Though she teaches business and accounting,
a quick glance around this room tells you
that so much more is happening.
And she never seems to let the smile
leave her face.
One seemingly random piece of décor in that
busy room may have the most significance:
an airless mylar balloon.
“When I was adjunct faculty and someone
retired, I was lucky enough to get that job,”
she said. Ed Mosher (a former colleague
and eventual chair of the LCCC Board
of Trustees) and his wife Edie bought
her flowers and the balloon to celebrate.
“It meant so much to me. I wanted to teach
at LCCC, nowhere else,” she said. “I’ve kept
that on the wall in my office to remind myself
how much I wanted to be here, how much
I wanted to do this.”
That’s one of the lessons she shares
with her students: find something to hold
on to. “Reflect back on graduation or an
experience that got you to this point in life.
That’s what it’s all about.”

This spring, Jeri became one of very few
faculty ever asked to speak at LCCC’s
commencement ceremony. That invitation
was a reflection of the impact she’s had, not
just on the college, but on the community.
Jeri was born and raised in Cheyenne,
and studied at LCCC. She even shot
competitively on LCCC’s now-defunct
rifle team and earned recognition as the
top female shooter in the state. She laughs
recalling that “the coach offered a free steak
dinner every time we got a perfect score.”
After leaving with her associate degree,
she headed to the University of Wyoming
where she earned a Bachelor of Science
in accounting and her MBA soon after.
Though she began her professional career
as an internal auditor for a bank holding
company, she worked as adjunct faculty for
LCCC for more than eight years. In 1996, she
began full-time permanent teaching.
Not surprisingly, the instructor then is quite
different than the instructor now.
“I used to write all my lecture notes
on yellow paper and memorized it like
a script. That’s how I started!”
Since those early days, she has won faculty
of the year honors three times and been

invited to speak at national conferences.
Looking back, she’s accumulated an
impressive history of work.
“But the thing I’m going to miss the most
is working with students.” Jeri shares.
“I’m going to miss that inquisitive energy.
Trust me, I learn from them too.”
That said, her legacy may be equally
valuable in what she brought to LCCC
in community service.
“Jeri’s a master of serving students,”
Ed Mosher said. “She’s dedicated to student
development beyond the classroom,
especially in service learning.”
Jeri acknowledges that her grandfather was
probably her biggest life mentor. “He taught
me from a very young age that part of being
a citizen is to figure out how you can give
back to the community.” She remembers
pulling her wagon, going door-to-door to
collect items during the Cuban missile crisis.
“I was preaching to the neighbors about the
importance of underground bunkers,” she
acknowledges with a hearty laugh, “I was
seven years old!”
As a faculty member, she went to a
conference that explored the concept
of service learning, and she fell in love
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with the possibilities.
“I saw right away
how I could match
management and
service learning.
Students could
see what it was like
to help a nonprofit agency
and still practice principles
of management.”
While she started
incorporating that idea
into class, she also came
across the opportunity to apply for
a grant through the American Association
of Community Colleges. It was the first
time she had ever applied for a service
learning grant, and in 2006, her efforts
meant that LCCC was one of only eight
community colleges to get the award, worth
more than $100,000. Soon, the campus was
embracing service learning as part of higher
education’s responsibility to students.
She says her philosophy was to change
the culture of LCCC so that it was one of
giving. Student engagement passed to the
rest of campus, and Jeri recalls that 29 faculty
members in 58 courses incorporated service
learning as well.
One of Jeri’s highly successful projects
has been The Pantry, which started a few
years ago in cooperation with the former
instructor of social work classes, JoLene
Klumpp. The Pantry provides food and other
necessities to students who may not have the

money to eat or who may not have access
to dining services.
“Students were hungry. Being hungry affects
your ability to study, it affects all kinds
of things,” Jeri said.
The Pantry is run entirely on donations,
including food drives. People also
provide cash donations to help the
team purchase items.
According to Jeri, an average of 60 students
use The Pantry monthly, and they can use
it twice a week, no questions asked. All they
need to do is provide their student ID.
“We don’t want anything to be a stumbling
block,” she said.
Another recent venture was the LCCC
Community Garden, where a large area
north of campus was dedicated to individual
gardening plots that anyone could use. While
there were some logistical issues in its first
few years, Jeri hopes that this project can find
its footing and thrive.
But some of the greatest service
learning impact comes from the
projects that are a
required part of her
classes. Initially, some
students had hesitation
about the projects,
but now it’s grown into
something that benefits
the community.

“It relates directly to the importance
of working together in teams, building
trust with people they might not even
know,” Jeri said.
Even online students in such places as
Afghanistan and Japan have to take part.
“People work globally, not always in the same
settings as their co-workers,” she said.
While the projects have benefited numerous
people, some of the biggest changes come
in the students themselves. At the end of
the semester, they write a reflection paper
about the experience.
“It’s amazing, they’re almost like thank-you
letters: thank you for making me do this,
thanks for pushing me out of my comfort
zone,” Jeri said.
She shared the story of a 19-year-old
student, who admitted that she had never
even looked a homeless person in the eye.
The student and her team decided to do
something for COMEA, which provides
support and resources for the homeless

community. They bought food, planned a
menu, prepared and served the meal. Then
they talked with the people after the service
and heard their stories. The student told
Jeri, “I always thought homeless people were
just lazy. Why should we feel bad for them?
But after hearing their stories, I knew this
could happen to anyone just by health, loss of
employment. I have a whole new perspective.”
Jeri added: “That’s why I do what I do.
That’s why I love it. It builds understanding.”
On top of all this, Jeri was chair of the
committee who wrote a proposal to the Higher
Learning Commission (HLC) to get online
courses at LCCC. After at least a full year of
intense work, she and her committee compiled
a thorough package to get accreditation from
HLC. This was in 2005, a time when online
learning was relatively new, as was the idea of
getting full degrees online.
“We wanted a blanket approval from HLC,
instead of program by program,” she said.
“It really was groundbreaking at the time.”
The team – and the college – got
total approval.
Even as a self-declared people person,
Jeri grasps the value online learning has
to many people, giving them access
to education. What started with
just asking questions and digging
through resources turned into
an exploration of defining what
makes a good online course
and what the expectations are for
instructors. This resulted in the
tremendous growth of online

learning and hybrid
courses at LCCC.
“It’s so interesting to see
how things have evolved,”
she said.
This dedication to the task, this
work ethic, is just one of the aspects that
garners respect.
“Jeri was not just involved, she was embedded
in all aspects of her job,” Mosher shared.
“Serving on committees, leading the way in
obtaining accreditation from HLC, facilitating
program transferability. She is the epitome of
the meaning for being a professor.”
As she looks onto the next chapter of her life,
it’s worth a quick look back to see what brought
her here. Jeri was married to Dave for 32 years,
before his untimely passing in 2010. Though
she has no children or pets (“or live plants” she
adds), she has a tremendous network of friends
that has supported her, becoming family
in their own right.
In fact, it’s often with these friends that
Jeri travels the globe. So far, she’s visited 48
countries, with more to come this year as she
works her way through Europe.
“Jeri and Dave were our neighbors when my
family moved to Cheyenne,” said Jo Haley,
an architect now based out of Texas but who
remains close friends with Jeri.
Jo knew that the couple did a fair amount
of international travel, which Jeri continued
even after Dave’s death.“In 2016, she asked
if I would go with her to Cuba. It was an

awesome experience
to travel with Jeri!”
Every time Jeri traveled, she thought
about how it could impact her students.
“It gives you a different way of looking at
things. It gives you a spirit of adventure,
the idea of getting out of your box, which fits
well with the ideas of management,” Jeri said.
Even to this day, she incorporates stories about
her trip to Cuba in her class discussions.
“The people had such a spirit of
entrepreneurship across the country, and
it had been squelched for so long,” she said.
Jeri embraced the people and their culture,
wanting to learn more and help in any way
she could. It’s no different than her approach
to teaching at LCCC for nearly 30 years.
“She was always seeking
techniques or methodologies
which would enrich student
learning,” Mosher added.
“Jeri clearly was and is respected
by her peers, the community
and her students.”
Because of this legacy, LCCC
will be a better place thanks
to Jeri Griego.

LCCC art student Scott McHodgkins uses chalk to
draw with Macy and Christopher on the sidewalk
north of the Fine Arts Building.

“

I want to come back here!
I will be as good as possible.
I want to earn it again.
Travis

”

Most days, it’s not just college students you’ll
find on the LCCC campus. In fact, some of the
biggest smiles come from the youngest visitors
when they step foot on Golden Eagle territory.
LCCC equine studies instructor
Lanae McDonald, left with students
in the Arena.
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“
Admissions team members Sarah Hannes
and Nick Marlin have lunch with students.
Student Trinity draws with chalk near
the Health Science Building.

College students just
study and eat and study.

Brayden and Abe

“It’s awesome to not only hear students talk about their LCCC
visit, but also that they want to go to college. Our students are
given a tangible look into their futures,” Rochin said. “These visits
are opening up their futures, giving them a future goal that might
not have existed before.”

”

At each visit, Sunrise students share what they'd like to be,
including doctors, police officers, veterinarians, gymnasts, singers,
basketball players and more. For these students, the opportunities
are truly limitless.

“

“We hope to expand their opportunities and help them realize
that college is for anyone and everyone,” said Hannes.

I want to be a vet.
I like animals.
Raegan

S

”

Students at Cheyenne’s Sunrise Elementary School are learning what
it takes to go to college. Sunrise and Laramie County Community
College began a partnership in November 2016 on a monthly program
to reward students who are “caught” by teachers, staff and substitute
teachers acting safe, responsible and respectful at school. Students
from each grade are selected each month for the excursion to LCCC.
The program was developed by the elementary school’s TOPS (which
stands for Tiers, Olweus, PBIS on Steroids) committee in an effort
to improve student behavior throughout the school and in turn build
a better atmosphere for learning. Once they developed their idea and
reached out to LCCC, Director of Admissions Sarah Hannes noted,
“This concept quickly made me realize that we needed to partner
on this, and by working together, we could open the doors to the
future of these children.”
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“This is probably the best partnership we could ask for. It’s a great
resource that we’ll keep building,” said Sunrise Elementary Principal
John Broda. “It shows that LCCC is a community resource.”

“
And it’s working! Linda Rochin, behavior intervention
specialist at Sunrise, said referrals for poor behavior are down.
Students are excited each month to see who gets to go to college.

This is my
dad’s school.
Alex

”

What does a day at college look like for these students? They arrive
in time for lunch in LCCC’s Dining Room. Students get to pick
from all the lunch options, including pizza, burgers, mac and
cheese and, of course, self-serve ice cream. Following lunch,
students interact with current LCCC students to find out a little
more about college life.
While the activities vary, Sunrise students have played sports with
LCCC athletes, completed a mannequin challenge, visited the horses
in the agriculture facilities, and drawn outside with art students.
Of course, they all leave with an LCCC gift, such as a backpack.

Students hold up LCCC pennants
in the Clay Pathfinder Building.
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all the

world's a

A

Accents and voices. Keep on your toes, because Christian
Smith Borgaard does these often (and well) in the course of
a conversation. He’s a natural showman, though it wasn’t always
a given that his calling would be to trod the boards.
“I’d never taken a high school drama course. I didn’t think it was
taken seriously enough, so I did community theatre, I did things
on my own, I studied and read,” he said.
But coming to LCCC and taking part in the theatre program
opened his eyes.
“I had no idea what a drama course consisted of until I
came here, so I was concerned it would be ‘now you must
become the greatest actor in the world and you will become art
and everything wonderful,’” taking on the persona of an aging
out-of-touch British actor.
Jason Pasqua, theatre instructor at the college and director
of numerous LCCC productions, was the one who gave clarity
to the challenge of acting.
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“His approach was ‘let’s figure out more about you, see how you can
become truthful in acting.’ That blew my mind,” Christian said.
Jason’s style is intentional. “I’ve always prided myself on
my approach, doing quality shows, strong collaboration as
an ensemble,” he said. “Christian is a part of that, part of culture
where good things happen.”
Christian has taken leading roles in the past two LCCC productions:
Tom in the Tennessee Williams’ classic The Glass Menagerie and
Everyman in Pasqua’s own adaptation of Everyman. Those roles
earned Christian two separate nominations for the opportunity
to compete for the Irene Ryan Scholarship at the Kennedy Center
American College Theatre Festival. After the first nomination,
Christian said that several colleges expressed interest in recruiting
him to continue schooling there.
“But I don’t want to. I love this too much. I don’t want to go to
a college program where I’m peeling imaginary bananas,” as he
deliberately mimes the activity that has become a stereotype of odd
acting classes. “But I feel very honored.”

By staying, he’ll also be able to get his associate of arts in theatre
from LCCC. This program option has returned and will be available
starting this fall.
“With students like Christian and others, we now have the ability
to do different kinds of plays,” Jason said. “It expands the range
of literature that can be done at LCCC.”
With at least another year to go, Christian hopes to strengthen his
acting skills. “I’d like to show that I’ve gone from the guy who’s like
‘okay, I kinda know how to do this, how to make my voice sound
funny,’ to being able to get a script in old English, being able to sort
it out, to find the meanings of the lines. Once you know the meaning
of the words, the intention…”
He trails off and breaks into a quiet, introspective version of Hamlet’s
“To be or not to be” monologue, thoughtfully considering each word.
Christian keeps busy with his education, his job, and his work on
various productions, but he’s found that LCCC gives him the chance to
thrive in a way that he couldn’t anticipate. “Whatever type of learning

you want to have happen, happens. The environment nurtures all
kinds of educational paths. I didn’t know that until I came here.”
He’s keeping his post-college options open, but feels like he needs
to be in Los Angeles. He has trepidation about such a move (“Call me
a Wyomingite,” he says) that turns into a playful improvisational bit as
a westerner in the big city.
Christian's considering California because his true passion lies in film.
“I love what the medium can do and how it brings a whole new
characteristic to storytelling. With film and CGI, you can be anywhere,
you can be anyone, you can do anything.”
Even the recent production of Everyman integrated film, something
that was received well by audiences and reviewers.
Not surprisingly, the conversation shifts back to the thrill
Christian feels when he’s exploring his craft. “You know what it’s like
to walk in someone else’s shoes. You learn how to be everybody.
It’s hard to hate people when you are them. It’s a whole new level
of understanding. That’s why I act.”
SUMMER 2017
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2016 Contributions
$250,000 +
Mary Jo Carson Living Trust
$249,999 – $100,000
John C. and Esther L. Clay
The Estate of Hazel K. Johnson
$99,999 – $50,000
John P. Ellbogen Foundation
Southeast Wyoming Preferred Physicians
$49,999 – $10,000
Cheyenne Regional Medical Center
Volunteers
Daniels Fund
First Interstate BancSystem Foundation
Virginia Howshar
Jack Mueller
National Western Stock Show
Scholarship Trust
Dr. Robert Prentice and Dr. Sandra Surbrugg
William E. and Sally Jo Prigge
Rafael San Juan
Spradley Barr Motors, Inc.
Nona Gayle Weber
Windy Ridge Foundation
$9,999 – $5,000
Rosalyn Wallach Baker
Dean Bartow
John and Rhonda Bowers
Casper Chase
Caterpillar
Cheyenne Frontier Days Memorial
Scholarship Foundation
Cheyenne Marine Corps League
Detachment 772
Beryl B. Cline
CRMC Safe Communities
Alexander G. Frye Charitable Fund
Carol and Earl Kabeiseman
Randall W. Ludden and Yvonne D. Ludden
Dr. and Mrs. Theodore N. McCoy
Mary E. McIlvaine
Dr. Larry and Vicki Parker Meuli
Charlie Moore
PEO Sisterhood Chapter Z
John C. Retz
Dr. Dean and Karen Schroeder
Shell Oil Company Foundation
Mark and Patsy Stege
Cynthia L. White
Wyoming Machinery Company

The Laramie County Community College Foundation honors our donors by recognizing the individuals,
corporations, foundations and organizations whose philanthropic contributions exemplify outstanding
commitment to improving the quality of education for our students and community.
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$4,999 – $2501
Billie Addleman and Brandi Monger
ANB Bank
Larry and Florence Brown
Cheyenne Rotary Club Foundation
Floyd and Bobby Condron
Tim E. Cowley
FCI Constructors of Wyoming LLC
First Education Federal Credit Union
Marcy Helser
Hirst Applegate, LLP
HollyFrontier, Inc.
Paul and Beth Howard

Laramie Police Department
Foundation Board
Kevin McLeod
Mountain West Farm Bureau Insurance
Crystal Mulloy
William J. and Cynthia Pomeroy
Scottish Rite Foundation of Wyoming
Sons of Italy – Mia Maria Chapter
of Wyoming
Source Office and Technology
Mr. and Mrs. Larry C. Walters
$2,499 – $500
#1 Properties
Air Concepts Group
Alpha Delta Kappa
Herry and Shelly Andrews
Ann’s Hallmark Shop
Les and Tammy Barkhurst
Bechily Hodes Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Brian W. Belknap
David L. Berry DVM
Berry Ranch, LLC
Bobcat of the Rockies
Tom and Cindy Bradley
Alicia Brown
Robert Cacchione
Ian Caldon and Cecelia Villar Baldera
Mrs. C D Carpenter
Dan and Janice Cheever
Cheyenne Frontier DaysTM
Cheyenne Little Theatre
Cheyenne Regional Medical Center
Foundation
Alan Christofferson
Andrea G. Collins
Mrs. Carrell Cook
Jerry and Nancy Crader
Rob and Shannon Cross Family
Bruce and Martie Curl
Daughters of Penelope, Olympus Chapter 6
Rick and Ibby Davis
Michael and Pam DeMartin
Marietta Dinneen
Art and Cathy Ellis
Mr. and Mrs. John Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Finney
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel G. Furphy
Melissa K. Gallant
Craig and Diane Germond
GFWC Women’s Civic League of Cheyenne
Katherine Gould
Jeri Griego
Dr. Sloan and Anna Marie Hales
Halladay Motors, Inc.
Stig and Beth Hallingbye
Therese Harper
Donald F. Heiduck
Cindy Henning
Glenn Herbst and Kari Brown‑Herbst
Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Hickey
Bette C. Hill
Judy Hinkle
Hispanic Organization for Progress
and Education
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Horam
Alan Hughes

William and Martha Hull
Joe and Carla James
Rod and Connie Janney
Joannides Family Foundation
Jonah Bank of Wyoming
John and Debora Kaiser
Gerald Kirk
Jackie M. Kisinger
Kiwanis Club of Laramie
Connie and Rich Larson
Robert and Maryrita Mallet
Dr. and Mrs. James Malm
Susan Martino
Thomas and Starla Mason
R.C. and Marcia Mead
Mechanical Systems Inc.
Carol and Arthur Merrell
Merrill, Inc.
Steve and Marti Miller
Minglemill, Inc.
Edwin and Edith Mosher
Murdoch’s Ranch & Home Supply
Jim and Lisa Murphy
Jayne Myrick
NAPA Genuine Parts of Cheyenne
Thomas and Roxanne Ostlund
Greg and Erin Palmquist
Nick and Linda Panopoulos
PEO Sisterhood, Chapter AD
Pinnacle Bank
Sherry T. Prieskorn
Ed and Nancy Prosser
Ronald G. and Julie A. Rabou
Rabou Farms, Inc.
RE/MAX Capitol Properties
Jean S. Richardson
Ms. Denise L. Rogers
Joe and Brooke Schaffer
Security First Bank
Mr. Rodney B. Shields
Del and Margaret Siemsen
Simpson Electric Company
Kathryn S. Smith
Michael and Marissa Smith
Sons of the Legion Squadron 6
Ty and Amy Stockton
Drs. Ronald and Joy Surdam
Martha A. Thein
Thru Tubing Solutions
Union Wireless
United Transportation Union
US Bank
John and Robin Volk
Walter Farms
Western Star Lodge, No. 6
Western States Bank
Williev E. Condron Rev Trust
Major General Charles and JoDell Wing
Kim and Scot Withers
Women of the Moose, Chapter 1133
WyHy Federal Credit Union
Wyoming Bank & Trust
Wyoming Dental Association
Xesi Document Solutions
X-JWC Federated Womans’ Club
Keith and Shawn Zabka
Zinpro Corporation

Legacy Circle
Cumulative Giving

Steward | $249,999 – $100,000
Black Hills Energy
Bonnie Brown
Jessie Chambers
Cheyenne Frontier Days Memorial
Scholarship Foundation
John P. Ellbogen Foundation
Etchepare Foundation
Estate of Virna E. Harris
Estate of Paul Wood Jordan
Kaiser Foundation, Inc.
George and Mary McIlvaine
National Western Stock Show
Scholarship Trust
Opal Petersen
Ellyn and Robert L. Phillips
Estate of Amanda S. Schmale and
Oscar W. Schmale
Spradley Barr Motors, Inc.
Swire Coca-Cola, USA
Estate of Alexander Urich

Delta Kappa Gamma – Upsilon Chapter
Mark Alan Doherty Scholarship Fund
David Eddington
Vanda and Don Edington
Forbes Trust
GFWC Women’s Civic League of Cheyenne
Hispanic Organization for Progress and
Education
HollyFrontier, Inc.
Virginia Howshar
Carol and Earl Kabeiseman
Sharon and Dale Keizer
Lorna Jean McIlvaine
Carol and Arthur Merrell
John and Dana Metzke
Helen G. Miller Trust
Charlie Moore
Estate of Lowell Morfeld
Ed and Caren Murray
Dr. Robert Prentice and Dr. Sandra Surbrugg
Southeast Wyoming Preferred Physicians
Reiman Corp.
Mr. John C. Retz
Doug and Susan Samuelson
Scottish Rite Foundation of Wyoming
Jan and W.M. Stalcup, Jr.
Sturm Family Foundation
Jim and June Trudeau
Richard and Dorothy Tucker
Tyrrell-Doyle Auto Centers
Wyoming Community Foundation
Wyoming Tribune-Eagle
Xcel Energy

Founders | $99,999 – $50,000
ANB Bank
Ms. Debby F. Baker
Bank of the West
Estate of Lucille Barnum
Robert G. and Rogene F. Boyd
Cheyenne Regional Medical Center
Volunteers
Cheyenne Skin Clinic
Estate of Ayd Christensen
Beryl Cline

President’s Fellow | $49,999 – $25,000
Billie Addleman and Brandi Monger
Dean Bartow
Lee Bishop
Dan D. Booth Trust
Estate of Mary Jane Carpenter
Casper Chase
Cheyenne Engineers Club
Cheyenne Guitar Society
Cheyenne Radiology Group
Cheyenne Rotary Club Foundation

Cum Laude | $250,000 +
A.G. Andrikopoulos Revocable Trust
Barbara F. and Anthony G. Andrikopoulos
Mary Jo Carson Living Trust
Cheyenne Regional Medical Center
John C. and Esther L. Clay
Estate of Hazel K. Johnson
Randall W. Ludden and Yvonne D. Ludden
Estate of Irmgard Meyer
Union Pacific Foundation
Walter Scott Foundation
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Cheyenne Sunrise Rotary Club
Jeff Collins and Sarah Taber
Andrea Collins
Kathryn E. Cotton
William J. and Marietta Dinneen
Sandra Donovan
Mary Ann and John Duffey
Greg Dyekman
Elks Lodge
FCI Constructors of Wyoming, LLC
First Education Federal Credit Union
First Interstate BancSystem Foundation
First Interstate Bank
Alexander G. Frye Charitable Fund
Mrs. Doris E. Gronenthal
Halladay Motors, Inc.
Andrew S. Jessup Memorial Scholarship
Kiwanis Club of Cheyenne
Dr. and Mrs. Theodore N. McCoy
McLeod-Cegelski Family
Anne and Brainerd Mears
Dr. Larry and Vicki Parker Meuli
Lois Mottonen
Diantha O. Pearmain Revocable Trust
William E. and Sally Jo Prigge
Ed and Nancy Prosser
Qwest Foundation
Joe Robbie Foundation
Dr. Dean and Karen Schroeder
Shell Oil Company Foundation
Sons of Italy – Mia Maria
Chapter of Wyoming
Carol McMurry and Pat Spieles
Drs. Joy and Ronald Surdam
Trilegiant
Ms. Edith Trotter
Patricia Tyler
Dr. Albert H. Watenpaugh
Wells Fargo Bank
Westates Construction Company
Wyoming Paint Horse Club
Wyoming National Guard Endowment
Xcel Energy Foundation
Youth Alternatives

President’s Society | $24,999 – $10,000
Alpha Delta Kappa
American Legion Post 6
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 6
Dr. and Mrs. James Barber
Pine Bluffs Alumni Association
Bikers for Education
Todd and Jan Bishop
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Wyoming
Kay and Charles H. Bohlen
Maurice and Bonnie Brown
Kate Buteau
Kevin and Esther Byrne
Ian Caldon and Cecelia Villar Baldera
Caterpillar
Mr. Fred Chaimson
Dan and Janice Cheever
NAPA Genuine Parts of Cheyenne
Cheyenne Candlelighters
Cheyenne Regional Medical Center
Foundation
Cheyenne-Laramie County Employees
Federal Credit Union
Cheyenne Kiwanis Club Foundation
CITGO Petroleum Corporation
Mrs. Peter S. Cook II
Estate of Alfred B. Cornelsen
Jerry and Nancy Crader
Bruce and Martie Curl
Rick and Ibby Davis
Treva and Kenneth Davis, Ed.D
Paul and Phyllis Davis
Dee Dee Dickinson-McKee
Delta Dental of Wyoming
Sandra J. Donovan Trust
Duke Energy Foundation
Neil and Kay Emmons
Enterprise Center
First Presbyterian Church
First National Bank of Wyoming
Frederick Memorial Scholarship Fund
Dennis A. Gatchell
Estate of Mary Gleghorn
John and Angela Glode
Jack and Donna Glode
Jeri and David Griego
Mrs. Roma Gronenthal
Mary Bell Guthrie
Dr. Sloan and Anna Marie Hales
Jenny and Eric Hargett
Kim and Don Heiduck
Hell on Wheels Rodeo Club
Dan and Judy Hinkle
Hirst Applegate, LLP
Cheyenne Housing and
Community Development
Paul and Beth Howard
James M. Allen Trust
Connie and James Johns
Kaiser Foundation fbo Wyoming Financial
Securities
Butch and Danette Keadle
Morris D. Kemper
Kevin and Trina Kilty
Ann King
Jackie Kisinger
D. Clark and Lajuana Lacy
Anthony and Brenda Laird

Ms. Sharon Lamprecht
James Lamprecht
Laramie Fire Department
Laramie County DUI Victim Impact Panel
Laramie County Peace Officers Association
Latino Golf Classic
Jody and Rob Levin
Colonel Gerald Luce and Marni Luce
Thomas M. and Starla L. Mason
Estate of Adelaide E. McDermott
McGee, Hearne & Paiz, LLP
Estate of Joan McGee
R.C. and Marcia Mead
Mechanical Systems Inc.
Jack Meena
John Meena
Edwin and Edith Mosher
Jack Mueller
Jim and Lisa Murphy
The Edward F. (Ned) and Barbara Murray
Family
Bob Nabholz
Thomas and Roxanne Ostlund
Mary V. Ostlund
Nick and Linda Panopoulos
John and Elaine Parks
Dr. Williard H. Pennoyer
PEO Sisterhood Chapter Z
Precast, Inc.
Ronald G. and Julie A. Rabou
Rabou Farms, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence L. Regan
Troy and Jill Reinking
Robert E. Rennard Family
Rotary Club of Laramie
Rosalind and Robert Schliske
Lewis and Nan Schrag
Mr. H. Smith Shumway
Simpson Electric Company
William H. Smith
Kathryn Smith
Sodexo Dining Services
Sons of the Legion Squadron 6
Daniel P. Soran
Source Office and Technology
Southeast Wyoming Fraternal
Order of Police
Mr. Rodney Southworth
Catherine and Herbert Stoughton
Dr. Robert Prentice and Dr. Sandra Surbrugg
Francis and Jimmie L. Thornton
Stan Torvik
Norman S. Tucker Trust
Blue Federal Credit Union
United Medical Center Alliance
Wallick & Volk, Inc.
Wayland H. Cato Jr. Foundation
Nona Gayle Weber
Western Star Lodge, No. 6
Wildhorse Fundraising
Jack and Kelly Willmarth
Roger and Fachon Wilson
Windy Ridge Foundation
Mrs. Doris Wolf
Women of the Moose, Chapter 1133
WyHy Federal Credit Union
Wyoming Women’s Foundation
Wyoming Arts Council

Wyoming Machinery Company
X-JWC Federated Womans’ Club
The Yeoman Family
Keith and Shawn Zabka
Zonta Club of Laramie
Zonta International Club of Cheyenne

Memoriams & Tributes
Gifts given in memory of:
Kelsey A. Altenbern
Martin Altenbern
Anthony G. Andrikopoulos
Tom Bauman
Esther L. Clay
Williev Condron
Dr. Jean Cotton
Dr. Kenneth Davis
Sierra Deselms
Sherry Fogg-Taylor
Emma Fosdick
Marcella Iverson
Colin Kaiser
Paul Kaiser
Anne McCoy
George McIlvaine
Margaret O’Brien
Grant Palmquist
John Pattno
Elizabeth Phelan
Nan Schrag
Sheila Summerlin
Fontaine Yeoman
Gifts given in tribute of:
Grant Farris
Brooke Herrera
Brenda Laird
Ron Medina
Carol and Art Merrell
Marshall Smith
Mark Williams

Lifetime Heritage

LCCC Foundation Staff

Award Recipients

Brenda Laird
Dr. Robert Prentice and Dr. Sandra Surbrugg
Carol and Earl Kabeiesman
George and Mary McIlvaine
Jan and W.M. Stalcup Jr.
Matching the Spirit Contributors 2004-2007
John and Dana Metzke
William and Marietta Dinneen
James C. “Jim” Lamprecht
Randy and Jan Dancliff
Anthony G. and Barbara F. Andrikopoulos
Helen Miller
Dr. Williard Pennoyer
Mrs. Jessie Chambers
Union Pacific
Esther L. and John C. Clay
Peter S. Cook II

Lisa Trimble — Interim Associate Vice President,
Institutional Advancement
Melissa Dishman — Coordinator, Scholarships and Annual Giving
Diane Germond — Accounting and Finance Specialist
Lisa Murphy — Director, Alumni Affairs and Event Planning
Kimberly Freimuth — Administrative Assistant

2016
2014
2012
2010
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997
1996

LCCC Foundation Board
Officers
President Stig Hallingbye — Security State Bank
Vice President Jeff Collins — Union Pacific Railroad, Retired
Treasurer Kathy Mawford — ANB Bank
Secretary Cindy Pomeroy — CP Consulting
Past President Anna Marie Hales — Community Volunteer
Joe Schaffer — LCCC President

Legacy Society
The following individuals have generously included
LCCC in their long-range estate plans.
Billie Addleman and Brandi Monger
Fred Albert
Anthony G. and Barbara F. Andrikopoulos
Ms. Debby F. Baker
Mary C. Bledsoe
Charles H. and Kay Bohlen
John C. and Esther L. Clay
Timothy E. Cowley
Rick and Ibby Davis
John Evans
T.C. Farro
Lowell Fay
Donald and Kimberly Heiduck
Carol and Earl Kabeiseman
Randall W. Ludden and Yvonne D. Ludden
George and Mary McIlvaine
Brainerd and Anna Mears
John and Dana Metzke
Jack Mueller
Dick O’Gara
Robert L. and Ellyn Phillips
Rita A. Pouppirt
Ronald G. and Julie A. Rabou
Nona Gayle Weber
Larry Worth
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Board Members
Billie Addleman — Hirst Applegate, LLC
John Clay —
 Community Volunteer
Tom Bass — Wyoming Bank and Trust
Kari Brown-Herbst — LCCC Faculty Representative
Tucker Fagan — Community Volunteer
Dan Furphy — Community Volunteer, Albany County
Melissa Gallant — LCCC Staff Representative
Don Heiduck — Detective, Laramie County Sheriff ’s Department
Vickie Lewis — Puma Steel
Brenda Lyttle — LCCC Board of Trustees
Carol Merrell — LCCC Board of Trustees
Ed Prosser — Rancher
Ron Rabou — Farmer/Outfitter/Motivational Speaker
Ann Redman — Community Volunteer
Wendy Soto —
 LCCC Board of Trustees
Dr. Sandra Surbrugg — Dermatologist, Cheyenne Skin Clinic
Bob Womack — Owner/General Manager, Spradley Barr Motors

Laramie County Community College
1400 East College Drive, Cheyenne, Wyoming 82007
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